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1 . THE FRG FOREIGN OFFICE HAS PASSED US THE FOLLOWING 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN 
KAMPALA, UGANDA TO THE FRG EMBASSY IN KAMPALA. THE 
NOTE IS DATED 7 SEPT. 1976, AND REQUESTS THAT MRS. 

OFWONO, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN FORMERLY MARRIED TO A 
UGANDAN, BE PREVENTED FROM OBTAINING US PASSPORTS FOR 
HER FIVE CHILDREN BEFORE A UGANDAN COURT CAN DECIDE ON 
THEIR CUSTODY. THE NOTE WAS SENT FOUR DAYS AFTER MRS. 
OFWONO DEPARTED UGANDA. 

2. THE FRG EMBASSY REPORTS THAT, IN ITS REPLY TO 

THE UGANDANS, IT MERELY ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF THE NOTE 
AND NOTIFIED THEM IT WOULD PASS THE NOTE ON TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY IN BONN AND TO THE US EMBASSY IN 
NAIROBI. 

3. BEGIN TEXT: 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
UGANDA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE 
EMBASSY LOOKING AFTER THE INTERESTS OF THE UNITED 
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FORM THE EMBASSY THAT AN AMERICAN CITIZEN AND A FORMER 
WIFE OF A UGANDAN CITIZEN, MRS. HELEN OFWONO, IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE STOLEN THE CHILDREN OF MR. OFWONO 
AND TAKEN THEM TO NAIROBI WITH THE INTENTION OF 
EVENTUALLY TAKING THEM TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

THE MINISTRY HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT THE FIVE 
CHILDREN ARE PRESENTLY IN NAIROBI AWAITING TO BE ISSUED 
WITH PASSPORTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WHICH THEY 
REQUIRE FOR THEIR TRIP TO THE STATES. THE MINISTRY 
WOULD, THEREFORE, APPRECIATE IF THE EMBASSY COULD 
CONTACT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AND ADVISE THEM NOT TO ISSUE 
PASSPORTS TO THE FIVE CHILDREN CONSIDERING THAT THE 
COURT PROCEEDINGS AIMED AT OBTAINING THE DIVORCE RULING 
BETWEEN MR. OFWONO AND HIS FORMER WIFE HAVE NOT BEEN 
COMPLETED AND THAT MRS. OFWONO IN HER SUBMISSION TO THE 
COURT HAD REQUESTED FOR THE CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN WHICH 
ISSUE HAD NOT BEEN RESOLVED BY THE COURTS OF LAW. IT 
WOULD, THEREFORE, BE ADVISABLE THAT THE CHILDREN BE 
RETURNED TO UGANDA AND IF AND WHEN THE COURTS OF LAW 
DECIDE TO GRANT THE CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN TO MRS. 

OFWONO, BOTH MR. OFWONO AND THIS MINISTRY WILL HONOUR 
THAT DECISION AND IT IS ONLY THEN THAT THE CHILDREN 
CAN PROCEED TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. THE 
NAMES OF THE CHILDREN ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . DAVID OFWONO - AGED 16 

2. JULIET OFWONO - AGED L4 

3. JULIET OFWONO -AGED 12 

4. MONICA OFWONO - AGED 9 

5. POLYCAP OFWONO - AGED 7 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
UGANDA AVAILS ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO 
THE EMBASSY OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY THE 
ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

END TEXT. 
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